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Governors diverge on gun control, school security efforts 


(AP) - As the U.S. mourns the victims of its latest mass 
shooting — 19 elementary school students and two 
teachers gunned down in Texas — Democratic gov- 
ernors are amplifying their calls for greater restrictions 
on guns. 

Many Republican governors are emphasizing a differ- 
ent solution: more security at schools. 

The divide among the nation’s governors mirrors a 
partisan split that has stymied action in Congress and 
many state capitols over how best to respond to a 
record-high number of gun-related deaths in the U.S. 
The political differences tap deep into the country’s 
roots, highlighting the tensions between life, liberty 
and the constitutional rights spelled out in the nation’s 
founding documents. 

After the massacre Tuesday at Robb Elementary School 
in Uvalde, Texas, The Associated Press asked governors 
across the U.S. whether they believed their states have 
an obligation to reduce mass shootings and violence 
committed with guns and, if so, how to do that. 
About half the governor's offices responded to the AP. 
There was agreement that they had a responsibility to 
try to do something. Democrats and Republicans alike 
mentioned the need to invest in mental health services 
and training to try to help people potentially prone to 
a violent outburst. 


i ‘Ed Gb 
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf speaks during a rally to end gun violence, Friday, May 27, 2022, in Phila- 


. delphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum) 
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Should people younger 
than 21 be prohibited from 
buying semi-automatic 
guns? Should ammunition 
magazines be limited to no 
more than 10 bullets? 
Many Democratic gover- 
nors said “yes.” 

“If you're not serious about 
guns, you’re not serious 


about crime prevention. | 
think that’s more true to- 
day than ever before,” 
said Democratic Gov. Ned 
Lamont of Connecticut, 
where 20 students and six 
adults were killed at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School a 
decade ago. 

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Wolf said he supports lim- 
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its on both bullet capaci- 
ties and the purchase of 
semi-automatic weapons. 
He rallied Friday with gun- 
control advocates in Phila- 
delphia while denouncing 
his state’s Republican-led 
Legislature for not passing 
his gun proposals. 

“They would rather cave in 
cravenly to the gun manvu- 
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South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks during the Leadership 
Forum at the National Rifle Association Annual Meeting at the 


George R. Brown Convention Center Friday, May 27, 2022, in 
Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke) 


facturing lobby than pass 
commonsense _ legislation 
that would keep children 
from dying,” Wolf said. 
Among Republican gover- 
nors who responded to the 
AP, only Vermont Gov. Phil 
Scott expressed support for 
such gun control efforts. 
Scott signed a law in 2018 
limiting the capacity of fire- 
arm magazines and rais- 
ing the general age to buy 
guns to 21, with exceptions 
for 18- to 20-year-olds who 
undergo a firearms safety 
Course. 
Other Republican gover- 
nors either sidestepped the 
AP's questions about spe- 
cific gun-control measures 
or said they opposed them. 
Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy 
was a firm “no” on setting 
bullet limits or age restric- 
tions that could infringe on 
constitutional rights. 
“Stricter gun laws are not 
a solution to this problem 
— we must focus our atten- 
tion on the status of mental 
health in our communities,” 
Dunleavy’s office said in 
email. 
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine 


said he would not endorse 
such gun-control propos- 
als, because he believes 
they have no chance of 
passing in the state’s GOP- 
led Legislature. DeWine, a 
Republican, instead pro- 
posed spending “a signifi- 
cant amount of money” 
on efforts to ensure schools 
are protected against po- 
tential attacks. He didn’t 
outline exactly what that 
security would entail. 
Republican governors 
were more likely to support 
efforts to strengthen securi- 
ty at schools. The AP asked 
about proposals to arm 
teachers and staff with fire- 
arms, add security guards 
or secure schools with such 
things as metal detectors 
and fencing. Though her 
office didn’t respond to 
the AP’s survey, Republi- 
can Gov. Kristi Noem of 
South Dakota denounced 
calls for gun-control as 
“garbage” and embraced 
greater school security 
measures during a speech 
Friday to the National Rifle 
Association convention in 
Houston.) 
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Chinatowns more vibrant after pandemic, anti- Asian violence 


(AP) - The last week of April 
was a whirlwind for San 
Francisco's Chinatown. 

The storied neighborhood 
debuted the “AAPI Com- 
munity Heroes Mural,” a 
mostly black and white 
depiction of 12 mostly un- 
sung Asian American and 
Pacific Islander figures on 
the wall of a bank. Three 
days later “Neon Was Nev- 
er Brighter,” the first ever 
Chinatown contempo- 
rary arts festival, took over 
the streets throughout the 
night. Traditional lion and 
dragon dances, a couture 
fashion show and other 
public “art activations” 
were featured in the block 
party-like event. 

Cultural and arts orga- 
nizations in Chinatowns 
across North America have 
worked for decades on 
bringing greater apprecia- 
tion and visibility to these 
communities. But they 
faced an unprecedented 
one-two punch when the 
pandemic caused — shut- 
downs and racist anti-Asian 
attacks increased — and 
continue. As painful as 
those events are, they also 
indelibly influenced the re- 
emergence of various Chi- 
natowns as close-knit hubs 
of vibrancy and culture. 
Cynthia Choi, co-founder 
of the Stop AAPI Hate re- 
porting center, is still “blown 
away” to be one of the 
heroes painted in the San 
Francisco mural. But being 
at the festival was equally 
touching for her. 

“l got really emotional 
because it’s been so long 
since I'd seen so many 
people come out to China- 
town, especially at night. | 
had heard so many of my 
friends or family saying, ‘| 
don’t want to go to Chi- 
natown,” she said. “l knew 
it was going to be fun and 
exciting, but | was really 
moved.” 

There has been renewed 
attention from cities, com- 
panies and younger Asian 
Americans from outside 
these historic Chinatowns. 
Wells Fargo partnered with 
the Chinatown Media & 
Arts Collaborative on the 
“heroes” mural. Everyone 
wanted to “really address 
anti-Asian hate and to up- 
lift Asian American voices,” 


aN 


Lanterns hang in Chinatown above Grant Avenue in San Francisco, Monday, hay 23, 2022. (AP 


Photo/Eric Risberg) 


said Jenny Leung, execu- 
tive director of the Chi- 
nese Culture Center of San 
Francisco, which is part of 
the Collaborative. Youths 
voted on who to put on the 
mural. 

“Frequently the way that 
Chinatown looks is im- 
ported as a tourist kind of 
attraction and fantasy for 
visitors to see,” Leung said. 
“It’s never really about cel- 
ebrating the community's 
perspective and voice.” 
The idea for the “Neon” fes- 
tival was briefly discussed 
pre-pandemic. But the 
events of the last two years 
lent urgency to it. 

“We wanted to kind of 
push that deadline ai little 
bit earlier in order to be 
able to address the 20, 30, 
40, empty storefronts that 
are increasingly rising in the 
community,” said Leung, 
who characterizes China- 
town as a “museum with- 
out walls.” 

Josh Chuck, a local film- 
maker behind the docu- 
mentary “Chinatown Ris- 
ing,” has noticed younger 
generations dining = or 
participating in events in 
Chinatowns. A friend who 
works in tech began last 
year picking up orders for 
friends who wanted to 
support Chinatown restau- 
rants. Soon he was making 


spreadsheets to track 400 
deliveries. 

“Honestly, there’s no way 
| could have imagined 
something that would gal- 
vanize these people that 
| know. Even myself, like, 
| feel much more con- 
nected and committed,” 
Chuck said. “It’s a silver lin- 
ing.” 

In New York, the first of 
five summer night markets 
start next month in the 
city’s Chinatown. It will be 
the biggest event to date 
for Think!Chinatown. The 
5-year-old nonprofit has 
done numerous projects 
like artists-in-residency pro- 
grams and oral histories. 
But last year after a series 
of verbal and physical as- 
saults against Asians, they 
partnered with Neighbor- 
hoods Now, a local pan- 
demic relief initiative, on 
Chinatown Nights. 

It was a small-scale gath- 
ering of less than 10 artist 
booths and food trucks in 
Forsyth Plaza park. Despite 


a “crazy” two-month prep 
window, there was a col- 
lective feeling of “we just 
need to be together,” said 
Yin Kong, Think!Chinatown 
co-founder and _ director. 
And there was a “tectonic 
shift” with philanthropy fo- 
cusing on equity. 

“It reprioritized these other 
organizations that tradition- 
ally would have funded 
other things to focus on 
how to support communi- 
ties of color in a different 
way,’ Kong said. 

The expanded event next 
month will have 20 booths 
and sponsorships, and will 
be scheduled when most 
Chinatown restaurants are 
closed so owners can par- 
ticipate. 

“The mechanisms that got 
us there would not have 
happened without the 
pandemic,” said Kong, 
who feels Think!Chinatown 
is now seen as more “legit” 
with better funding,  full- 
time staff and the possibility 
of an office space instead 


of her dining table. 

In Vancouver's Chinatown, 
the pandemic only exac- 
erbated ongoing issues of 
vandalism, graffiti and oth- 
er crimes. But within the last 
year, the Canadian city 
managed to launch cultur- 
al projects planned before 
COVID-19. 

Last month, the Chinatown 
Mural Project showed off 
a series of pastoral murals 
painted by a local artist on 
six roller shutters of a tea 
shop. In November, the in- 
teractive Chinatown Sto- 
rytelling Centre with relics 
and recorded oral histories 
opened. 

“We would have done this 
anyway (regardless of the 
pandemic),” said Carol 
Lee, chair of the Vancou- 
ver Chinatown Foundation, 
which oversees the Cen- 
tre. “But you know, in some 
ways, it makes you feel like 
you have more purpose 
because it’s more neces- 
sary.” 

Jordan Eng, president of 
the Vancouver Chinatown 
Business Improvement As- 
sociation, agreed that 
there’s more collaboration 
and “a lot more youth inter- 
est than there was five, 10 
years ago.” 

There are fewer than 50 
Chinatowns across the U.S. 
with some more active 
than others. 

Many Chinatowns took 
shape in the 19th century 
as Chinese laborers arrived 
to mine for gold out West or 
work on the railroad. They 
lived there because of bla- 
tant discrimination or self- 
preservation. Their housing 
was single-room-occupan- 
cy units, or SROs, with com- 
munal kitchens and bath- 
rooms, said Harvey Dong, 
a lecturer in ethnic studies 
and Asian American stud- 
ies at University of Califor- 
nia, Berkeley. Many older 
Chinese Americans and 
immigrants in Chinatown 
reside in these units still.) 
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Deaths of 3 women in early heat wave raise questions, fears 


| an 


CHICAGO (AP) — Tem- 
peratures barely climbed 
into the 90s and only for 
a couple of days. But the 
discovery of the bodies of 
three women inside a Chi- 
cago senior housing facility 
this month left the city look- 
ing for answers to questions 
that were supposed to be 
addressed after a longer 
and hotter heat wave killed 
more than 700 people 
nearly three decades ago. 
Now, the city — and the 
country — is facing the re- 
ality that because of cli- 
mate change, deadly heat 
waves can strike just about 
anywhere, don’t only fall in 
the height of summer and 
need not last long. 

“Hotter and more danger- 
ous heat waves are com- 
ing earlier, in May ... and 
the other thing is we are 
getting older and more 
people are living alone,” 
said Eric Klinenberg, a New 
York University sociologist, 
who wrote “Heat Wave: A 
Social Autopsy of Disaster in 
Chicago.” about the 1995 
heat wave. “It’s a formula 
for disaster.” 

The Cook County Medical 
Examiner's office has yet 
to determine the causes of 
death for the three women 


Veldarin Jackson, Sr., center, talks about receiving the call that his mother, Janice Reed, had died 
as his wife Adjoa Jackson, left, becomes emotional, Tuesday, May 24, 2022, in Chicago. (Jose M. 


Osorio/Chicago Tribune via AP) 


whose bodies were found 
in the James Sneider Apart- 
ments on May 14. But the 
victims’ families have al- 
ready filed or plan to file 
wrongful death lawsuits 
against the companies 
that own and manage the 
buildings. 

The City Council member 
whose ward includes the 
neighborhood where the 


building is located said she 
experienced stifling tem- 
peratures in the complex 
when she visited, including 
in one unit where heat sen- 
sors hit 102 degrees. 

“These are senior residents, 
residents with health condi- 
tions (and) they should not 
be in these conditions,” Al- 
derman Maria Hadden said 
in a Facebook video shot 


outside the apartments. 

Part of the problem, experts 
say, Is that communities na- 
tionwide are still learning 
how deadly heat can be. 
It took the sight of refrig- 
erated trucks being filled 
with dead bodies after Chi- 
cago’s 1995 heat wave to 
drive home the message 
that the city was woefully 
unprepared for a silent and 


invisible disaster that took 
more than twice as many 
lives as the Great Chicago 
Fire of 1871. 
That realization led to a 
system in which city work- 
ers call the elderly and frail 
and turn city buildings into 
24-hour cooling centers 
when temperatures be- 
come oppressive. 
What happened this month 
is a reminder that the safe- 
guards in place to make 
sure people don’t freeze 
to death because they 
have not paid their heat- 
ing bills often do not exist to 
prevent people from over- 
heating in their homes. 
“We have nothing for air 
conditioning,” Hadden 
said. 
One expert isn’t surprised. 
“We recognize people 
need heating in cold 
weather and set up pro- 
grams, financial assistance, 
to enable that but we don't 
do that for cooling,” said 
Gregory Wellenius, a Bos- 
ton University professor of 
environmental health who 
has studied heat-related 
deaths. “But subsidies for 
cooling are really contro- 
versial (because) for many 
people cooling is seen as a 
luxury item.”L) 


Critical fire condition warnings issued across US Southwest 


Carson Hot Shots Henry Hornberger, left, and Tyler Freeman cut 
up a hollow tree that was burning on the inside, Monday May 
23, 2022, as they and their co-workers work on hot spots from 
the Calf Canyon/Hermits Peak Fire in the Carson National Forest 
west of Chacon, N.M. (Eddie Moore/The Albuquerque Journal 
via AP) 


(AP) - Warnings of critical 
fire conditions blanketed 
much of the U.S. South- 
west on Saturday, as crews 
in northern New Mexico 
worked to stop the growth 


of the nation’s largest ac- 
tive wildfire. 

The 7-week-old fire, the 
largest in New Mexico his- 
tory, has burned 491 square 
miles (1,272 square kilome- 


ters) of forest in rugged ter- 
rain east of Santa Fe since 
being started in April by 
two planned burns. 

Crews were patrolling par- 
tially burned areas and 
clearing and cutting con- 
tainment lines, including 
primary ones near the 
fire as bulldozers scraped 
backup lines farther away. 
The National Weather Ser- 
vice issued red flag warn- 
ings of critical fire conditions 
for parts of Arizona, Colora- 
do, Kansas, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas 
and Utah. Those conditions 
are combination of strong 
wind, low relative humidity 
and dry vegetation. 

The return of return of dri- 
er and warmer weather 
with stronger winds posed 
a threat of increased fire 
activity over the Memorial 
Day weekend, prompting 
officials to urge the public 
to secure vehicle chains 


and to be careful with pos- 
sible fire sources. 

"The last thing we need 
right now is another igni- 
tion,” said Jayson Coil, an 
operations section chief. 
Forecasts called for wind 
gusts up to 50 mph (80 
kph), with critical fire condi- 
tions continuing into Mon- 
day, followed by more 
favorable weather later 
in the coming week, said 
Bruno Rodriguez, the fire 
management team’s me- 
teorologist. 

The strong winds could fan 
flames and cause the fire 
to jump containment lines 
and race forward, said 
John Chest, a fire opera- 
tions manager. 

“Imagine traveling in your 
car and the fire can out- 
pace you. That's the kind 
of extreme fire behavior 
that we're talking about,” 
Chester said. 


Nearly 3,000 _ firefighters 


and other personnel were 
assigned to the fire, which 
was contained around 48% 
of its perimeter. 

Initial estimates say the 
fire has destroyed at least 
330 homes but state offi- 
cials expect the number of 
homes and other structures 
that have burned to rise to 
more than 1,000 as more 
assessments are done. 
Elsewhere, 150 firefighters 
battled a wind-driven fire 
that burned 9 square miles 
(24 square kilometers) of 
grass, brush and salt cedar 
about 14 miles (22.5 kilome- 
ters) southwest of Parker, 
Arizona. Winds up to 30 
mph forced the California 
blaze to jump the Colorado 
River into Arizona on Satur- 
day afternoon. 

The fire forced the evacu- 
ation of a_ recreational 
vehicle park after starting 
Thursday and was 44% con- 
tained, officials said.) 


BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) 
— As the war in Ukraine 
rages, Serbia's president 
announced that he has se- 
cured an “extremely favor- 
able” natural gas deal with 
Russia during a telephone 
conversation Sunday with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. 

Serbian President Aleksan- 
dar Vucic has refused to 
explicitly condemn Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine, and 
his country has not joined 
Western sanctions against 
Moscow. 

Vucic claims he wants to 
take Serbia into the Euro- 
pean Union but has spent 
recent years cementing 
ties with Russia, a long-time 
ally. 

The gas deal is likely to be 
signed during a visit by Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov to Belgrade early 
in June — a rare visit by a 
ranking Russian official to a 
European country since the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine 
began Feb. 24. 

Vucic said he told Putin that 
he wished “peace would 
be established as soon as 
possible.” 

Serbia is almost entirely de- 
pendent on Russian gas, 
and its main energy com- 
panies are under Russian 
majority ownership. 

“What | can tell you is that 
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Serbia ignores EU sanctions, secures gas deal with Putin 


Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, poses with Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic after being 
awarded the Order of Alexander Nevsky in Belgrade, Serbia, Thursday, Jan. 17, 2019. (AP Photo/ 


Darko Vojinovic, File) 


we have agreed on the 
main elements that are 
very favorable for Serbia,” 
Vucic, a former pro-Russian 
ultranationalist, told report- 
ers. “We agreed to sign a 
three-year contract, which 
is the first element of the 


contract that suits the Ser- 
bian side very well.” 

It is not clear how Serbia 
would receive the Russian 
gas if the EU decides to 
shut off the Russian supply 
that travels over its mem- 
ber countries. 


Russia has already cut off 
gas exports to EU members 
Finland,Poland and Bulgar- 
id. 

The EU as a whole has 
been hurriedly reducing its 
reliance on Russian energy 
since the invasion, and is 


set to discuss ways to fur- 
ther do so and to hear from 
Ukrainian President Volody- 
myr Zelenskyy during a 
leaders’ summit that starts 
Monday. 

Despite reports of the 
atrocities in Ukraine due 
to the invasion, Vucic and 
other Serbian leaders have 
been complaining of West- 
ern pressure to join sanc- 
tions against Russia. Serbi- 
an officials say the Balkan 
country must resist such 
pressure, even if it means 
abandoning the goal of 
joining the EU. 

Under Vucic’s 10-year au- 
tocratic rule and relentless 
pro-Kremlin propaganda, 
Serbia has gradually slid 
toward aligning with Rus- 
sia. Polls suggest a majority 
in the country would rather 
join some sort of a union 
with Moscow than the EU. 
“The agreement reached 
by President Vucic with 
President Putin is proof of 
how much Serbia's deci- 
sion not to participate in 
anti-Russian hysteria is re- 
spected,” Interior Minister 
Aleksandar Vulin said. 

“The free leader, free peo- 
ple, make decisions that 
are good for Serbia and 
do not accept orders” from 
the West, said Vulin, who is 
known for his pro-Russian 
stance.l] 


Children among 31 killed at church fair stampede i in n Nigeria 


ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — A 
stampede Saturday at a 
church charity event in 
southern Nigeria left 31 
people dead and seven 
injured, police told The As- 
sociated Press, a shocking 
development at a_pro- 
gram that aimed to offer 
hope to the needy. One 
witness said the dead in- 
cluded a pregnant woman 
and many children. 

The stampede at the event 
organized by the Kings As- 
sembly Pentecostal church 
in Rivers state involved 
people who came to the 
church's annual “Shop for 
Free” charity program, ac- 
cording to Grace Iringe-Ko- 
ko, a police spokeswoman. 
Such events are common 
in Nigeria, Africa’s  larg- 
est economy, where more 
than 80 million people live 


in poverty, according to 
government statistics. 
Saturday's charity program 
was supposed to begin at 
9 a.m. but dozens arrived 
as early as 5 a.m. to secure 
their place in line, Iringe- 
Koko said. Somehow the 
locked gate was broken 
open, creating a stam- 
pede, she said. 

Godwin Tepikor from Nige- 
ria’s National Emergency 
Management Agency 
said first responders were 
able to evacuate the bod- 
ies of those trampled to 
death and bring them to 
the morgue. Security forces 
cordoned off the area. 
Dozens of residents lat- 
er thronged the scene, 
mourning the dead and of- 
fering any assistance they 
could to emergency work- 
ers. Doctors and emergen- 


cy workers treated some of 
the injured as they lay in the 
open field. Videos from the 
scene showed the cloth- 
ing, shoes and other items 
meant for the beneficiaries. 
One witness who only iden- 
tified himself as Daniel said 
“there were so many chil- 
dren” among the dead. 
Five of the dead children 
were from one mother, he 
told the AP, adding that a 
pregnant woman also lost 
her life. 

Some church members 
were attacked and injured 
by relatives of the victims 
after the stampede, ac- 
cording to witness Christo- 
pher Eze. The church de- 
clined to comment on the 
situation. 

The police spokeswoman 
said the seven injured were 
“responding to treatment.” 


A view of flip fops and sandals on the street, following a stam- 
pede in Port Harcourt, Nigeria, Saturday, May 28, 2022. (AP Pho- 
to) 


The “Shop for Free” event 
was suspended while du- 
thorities investigated how 
the stampede occurred. 
Nigeria has seen similar 
stampedes in the past. 
Twenty-four people died 
at an overcrowded church 


gathering in the south- 
eastern state of Anambra 
in 2013, while at least 16 
people were killed in 2014 
when a crowd got out of 
control during a screening 
for government jobs in the 
nation’s capital, Abuja.Q) 
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Colombians choose a new president amid general discontent 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— Colombians emerging 
from the coronavirus pan- 
demic were voting for their 
next president Sunday, 
choosing from six candi- 
dates who promise various 
degrees of change amid 
rising inequality, inflation, 
violence and a discontent 
with the status quo. 

Former rebel Gustavo Pet- 
ro, who has been leading 
in polls , could become 
Colombia's first leftist presi- 
dent. But those polls also 
show him falling short of 
the 50% of votes needed 
to win in the first round and 
avoid a runoff against the 
second-place finisher. 
Behind him are a populist 
real estate tycoon promis- 
ing monetary rewards for 
tios on corrupt officials and 
a_ right-wing candidate 
who has tried to distance 
himself from the widely dis- 
liked conservative current 
president, Ivan Duque. 
“The main problem in the 
country is the inequality of 
conditions, the work is not 
well paid,” said Jenny Bel- 
lo, 32, who sold coffee near 
a long line of voters under 
a typical cloudy sky in the 
capital of Bogota. She had 
to resort to informal sales 
after months without work 
because of the pandemic. 
A Petro win would add to a 
series of leftist political vic- 
tories in Latin America as 
people seek change at a 
time of dissatisfaction with 
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Gustavo Petro, presidential candidate with the Historical Pact coalition, leaves a polling station 
after voting during presidential elections in Bogota, Colombia, Sunday, May 29, 2022. (AP Photo/ 


Leonardo Munoz) 


the economic - situation. 
Chile, Peru and Honduras 
elected leftist presidents in 
2021, and in Brazil, Luiz Ind- 
cio Lula da Silva is leading 
the polls for this year’s presi- 
dential election. Mexico 
elected a leftist president 
in 2018. 

This is the second presiden- 
tial election in Colombia — 
Latin America’s third most 
populous country — since 
the government signed a 
peace agreement with 
the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, known 
as FARC. But the divisive 
agreement was not a cen- 
tral campaign issue as mat- 


ters like poverty and cor- 
ruption garnered more at- 
tention. 

It is Petro’s third attempt 
to be the South America’s 
country president. He 
was defeated in 2018 by 
Duque, who is not eligible 
for reelection. 

His victory would usher in a 
new political era in a coun- 
try that has always been 
governed by conservatives 
or moderates while margin- 
alizing the left due to its per- 
ceived association with the 
nation’s armed conflict. He 
was once a rebel with the 
now-defunct M-19 move- 
ment and was granted 


amnesty after being jailed 
for his involvement with the 
group. 

He has promised to make 
significant adjustments 
to the economy, includ- 
ing a tax reform, as well as 
changes to how Colombia 
fights drug cartels and oth- 
er armed groups. His main 
rival for most of the cam- 
paign has been Federico 
Gutiérrez, a former mayor 
of Medellin who is backed 
by most of Colombia's tra- 
ditional parties and ran on 
a pro-business, economic 
growth platform. 

Gutiérrez has promised to 
fight hunger with the exten- 


sion of subsidies and pub- 
lic-private alliances so that 
food that otherwise goes 
to waste is destined for the 
poorest. A Gallup poll con- 
ducted earlier this month 
showed that 75% of Colom- 
bians believe the country 
is heading in the wrong di- 
rection and only 27% ap- 
prove of Duque. A poll last 
year by Gallup found 60% 
of those questioned were 
finding it hard to get by on 
their income. 

The coronavirus pandemic 
set back the country’s anti- 
poverty efforts by at least 
a decade. Official figures 
showed that 39% of Colom- 
bia’s 51.6 million residents 
lived on less than $89 a 
month last year, which has 
a slight improvement from 
the 42.5% rate from 2020. 
Meanwhile, the country’s 
inflation reached its highest 
levels in two decades last 
month. Duque’s administra- 
tion has justified April's 9.2% 
rate for April by saying it is 
part of a global inflation- 
ary phenomenon, but the 
argument has not tamed 
discontent over increasing 
food prices. 

“The vote serves to change 
the country and | think that 
this responsibility falls a lot 
on young people who want 
to reach standards that al- 
low us to have a decent 
life,” Juan David Gonzdlez, 
28, said after voting for the 
second time in a presiden- 
tial election. 


UN human rights chief asks China to rethink Uyghur policies 


In this image made from online video, United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet speaks during 
an online press conference in Guangzhou in southern China's 
Guangdong Province, Saturday, May 28, 2022. (United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights via AP) 


BEIJING (AP) — The top U.N. 


human rights official said 


Saturday that she raised 
concerns with Chinese of- 
ficials about the impact of 
the broad application of 
counterterrorism and de- 
radicalization measures on 
the rights of Uyghurs and 
other predominantly Mus- 
lim groups in 

Michelle Bachelet, who 
visited the northwestern re- 
gion as part of a six-day trip 
to China, said the visit was 
not an investigation but a 
chance to have direct talks 
with senior Chinese leaders 
and pave the way for more 
regular interactions to sup- 
port China in fulfilling its ob- 
ligations under internation- 
al human rights law. 


“It provides an opportu- 
nity for me to better under- 
stand the situation in China, 
but also for the authorities 
in China to better under- 
stand our concerns and to 
potentially rethink policies 
that we believe may im- 
pact negatively on human 
rights,” she said in a video 
news conference before 
leaving the country. 

Bachelet’s measured 
words, while expected, did 
not satisfy activists and likely 
will not sit well with govern- 
ments such as the United 
States, which have been 
critical of her decision to 
visit Xinjiang. China’s ruling 
Communist Party, which 


has vehemently denied 
all reports of human rights 
violations and genocide in 
Xinjiang, showed no sign of 
being open to change ina 
government statement on 
the trip. 

The statement, attributed 
to Vice Foreign Minister Ma 
Zhaoxu, accused some 
Western countries and anti- 
China elements of fabricat- 
ing sensational lies about 
Xinjiang under the guise of 
human rights. It said that 
the government had ad- 
opted lawful measures to 
combat violent terrorism 
and brought security, sta- 
bility and prosperity to the 
region in China's northwest. 
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Israeli nationalists chant racist slogans | in Jerusalem march 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Thovu- 
sands of Israeli nationalists, 
some of them chanting 
“Death to Arabs,” paraded 
through the heart of the 
main Palestinian thorough- 
fare in Jerusalem’s Old City 
on Sunday, in a show of 
force that risked setting off 
a new wave of violence in 
the tense city. 

The crowds, who were 
overwhelmingly young Or- 
thodox Jewish men, were 
celebrating Jerusalem Day 
-- an Israeli holiday that 
marks the capture of the 
Old City in the 1967 Mid- 
east war. Palestinians see 
the event, which passes 
through the heart of the 
Muslim Quarter, as G provo- 
cation. Last year, the pa- 
rade helped trigger an 
11-day war with Gaza mili- 
tants, and this year’s march 
drew condemnations from 
the Palestinians and neigh- 
boring Jordan. 

Israel said it deployed thou- 
sands of police and securi- 
ty forces for the event, and 
violent scuffles between 
Jewish and Palestinian 
groups erupted inside the 
Old City before the parade 
began. 

As the march got under- 
way, groups of Orthodox 
Jewish youths gathered 
outside Damascus Gate, 
waving flags, singing re- 
ligious and _— nationalistic 
songs, and shouting “the 
Jewish nation lives” be- 
fore entering the Muslim 
Quarter. One large group 
chanted “Death to Arabs,” 
and “Let your village burn 
down” before descending 
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Israelis wave national fags in front of Damascus Gate outside Jerusalem's Old City to mark Jeru- 
salem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of the Old City during the 1967 Mideast war. 
Sunday, May 29, 2022. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean) 


into the Old City. 

Police cleared Palestinians 
out of the area, which is 
normally a bustling Pales- 
tinian thoroughfare. At one 
point, a drone flying a Pal- 
estinian flag flew overhead 
before police intercepted 
it. 

Ahead of the march, Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett said 
that “flying the flag of Isra- 
el in the capital of Israel is 
an obvious thing,” but also 
urged participants to cele- 
brate in a “responsible and 
respectful manner.” 
Bennett later issued a state- 
ment instructing police to 
show “no tolerance” to- 
ward the racist groups. He 
described them as a “mi- 
nority that came to set the 
area on fire” and vowed to 
prosecute violent extrem- 


ists — a step that few Israeli 
governments have taken 
in the past. Foreign Minister 
Yair Lapid called the racist 
groups “a disgrace.” 
Thousands of people nor- 
mally take part in the 
march through the Muslim 
Quarter, including some 
who shout out nationalistic 
or racist slogans toward the 
Palestinians, before making 
their way to the Western 
Wall in the Jewish Quarter 
on the other side of the Old 
City. 

Last year, after weeks of 
Israeli-Palestinian unrest 
in Jerusalem, authorities 
changed the route of the 
march at the last minute 
to avoid the Muslim Quar- 
ter. But it was too late by 
then, and Hamas militants 
in Gaza fired a barrage of 
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rockets toward Jerusalem 
as the procession was get- 
ting underway. That set off 
11 days of heavy fighting. 

Sunday’s march came at 
a time of heightened ten- 


sions. Israeli police have 
repeatedly confronted 
stone-throwing Palestinian 
demonstrators in the dis- 
puted compound in recent 
months, often firing rubber 
bullets and stun grenades. 

At the same time, some 19 
Israelis have been killed by 
Palestinian attackers in Isra- 
el and the occupied West 
Bank in recent weeks, while 
over 35 Palestinians have 
been killed in Israeli military 
operations in the occupied 
West Bank. Some were 
armed, while others were 
shot while allegedly throw- 
ing stones or firebombs at 
troops. But several appear 
appear to have been unin- 
volved in any violence, in- 
cluding Shireen Abu Akleh, 
a_ well-known correspon- 
dent for the Al Jazeera sat- 
ellite channel. 

Jerusalem police were 
criticized internationally for 
beating mourners at Abu 
Akleh’s funeral two weeks 
ago.L) 


Fe. ° 
costa(linds —— 


xa MEMORIAL »& x « 


NEVER FORGET THE HONOR 


MONDAY, 


MAY 30, 2022 


10:00 AM 
BEACH INFRONT OF 
COSTA LINDA 


REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED 


A8|LOCAL T 
MONDAY 30 MAY 2022 - 


Fit2fly 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 


—— ee 


Testing Center 


COVID-19 DEVO oa 


Result in 30 minutes! 


_PCR/ Antigen Test 
| SAME DAY RESULT! 


a ii a, ell 
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Locations: The Cove Mall (8:00 AM- 6:00 PM) Medcare near Courtyard by Marriott (8:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 


Test today, fly tomorrow during the holidays 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s 
Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing 
Centers has improved its 
services when it comes to 
turn around time for results. 
As of November its offering 


Time for 


same day test results ( pre- 
viously it was 24 hours) on 
both PCR and Antigen tests. 


This in part is to comply with 
the updated December 64, 


CDC requirement for travel 
to the United States, where 
all air passengers, regara- 
less of vaccination status, 
must show a negative CO- 
VID-19 test taken no more 
than 1 day before travel to 
the United States. 
MedCare Fit2Fly Testing 
Center at the Cove Mall 
is Opposite the Holiday Inn 
and is open every day for 
walk-ins from 8 AM through 
6 PM. MedCare's other lo- 
cation is situated at The 
Courtyard by Marriott 
Aruba Resort, is across the 
street from the RIU Hotel 
and is open every day from 
8:00 AM until 2 PM. These 
two locations are at a 
stone's throw from your re- 
sort, Condominium, or other 
vacation accommodation. 
Walk-ins are welcome. 
MedCare Clinic, a high- 
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quality medical clinic that 
specializes in urgent care 
for tourists and that has 
been appointed as the na- 
tional COVID-19 clinic for 
tourists, and Laboratorio di 
Servicio, a full-service mod- 
ern medical laboratory 
with state-of-the-art equip- 
ment, have partnered up 
to provide fast and reli- 
able COVID-19 testing to 
all. Laboratorio di Servicio is 
ISO-15189:2012 accredited 
by the Dutch Council for 
Accreditation (M317). 


For your convenience 

For a selection of resorts in 
Aruba, MedCare has setup 
Testing Centers on site: 

° Divi All Inclusive, Divi 
Dutch Village Beach Re- 
sort, Divi Golf, Divi Tamarijn 
° Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Beach Resort 


pee 


° The Hilton Aruba 
Caribbean Resort 

° Hyatt Regency Aru- 
ba Resort and Casino 

° Renaissance Wind 
Creek Aruba Resort 

e The Ritz-Carlton Re- 
sort. 


Please contact your front 
desk for more information 
on our Testing Centers at 
these properties. 

Private bookings 

For your convenience, 
Medcare also offers pri- 
vate testing at your ac- 
commodation/hotel room 
for a one-time service fee 
of $120. This fee covers test- 
ing up to 10 people (one 
appointment, at one loca- 
tion and a specific time). 
Additional persons will be 
charged $10 per person. 
Regular testing fees ap- 
plies. 


For more information, please contact: 


Phone: +297 280 0630 


Open 7 days a week, 7 AM —7 PM. 


Email: info@medcare.aw 


MedCare Clinic Aruba - 
Medcare Test Center 


Follow us on social media: 
MedCare Clinic | Facebook 
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Memorial Day at Costa Linda Beach Resort 


a YN 


fen yO Ta 
nM ty Ley 1 1. 
i] ne Wi i Wik 
APA | +I a 
Wht uh AV of TA Me 
a 


yi et 


EAGLE BEACH — On Me- 
morial Day morning in 
2002 four US armed forces 
veterans, their friends and 
families gathered on Eagle 
Beach at Costa Linda. The 
purpose of the gathering 
was to honor all those who 
had paid the ultimate sac- 
rifice in the service of their 
couniry. The simple cer- 
emony has since become 
an annual event and will 
take place once again on 
Monday May 30, 2022 at 
Costa Linda Beach Resort. 


Memorial Day welcomes 
veterans from all nations to 
take part. We are pleased 
to say that since that first 
ceremony participation 
has indeed increased sig- 
nificantly. From the begin- 
ning we have attempted 
to keep the ceremony sim- 
ple, solemn, and apolitical. 
We've kept it solemn for 
obvious reasons, simple be- 
cause of the ages of some 
of our vets who might find 
it difficult to stand in the 
sun too long, and apolitical 
because we were/are alll 
visitors in Aruba and under- 
stood that the raising of the 


American flag or the sing- 
ing or playing of the Stars 
Spangled banner might of- 
fend some island residents. 
We also soon realized that 
we had attracted veterans 
from other nations — Hol- 
land, Aruba, and South Af- 
rica to mention a few. So in 
fairness to all, we thought 
that large national banners 
and anthems would be in- 
appropriate. However, we 
encourage participants to 
wear any uniforms or na- 
tional symbols they wish to 
wear. 


Veterans will gather on the 
beach at 10:00 AM May 
30, 2022 to form The Detail. 
There will be a call to atten- 
tion followed by a reading 
of the poem “We Stand by 
the Sea” (anonymous) as a 
memorial wreath of flow- 
ers will be placed in the 
surf. There will then be the 
presentation of arms by the 
Detail. The Detail will then 
be dismissed. 


All those wishing to join us 
on Memorial Day May 30, 
2022 are welcomed. We 
will convene on the beach 
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the Costa Linda Beach 
and donuts provided by Resort.Q) 


at 10:00 AM. Costa Linda There will be coffee, juice 
Vets, families and friends. 
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Soul Beach Musical Festival Comedy Jam Concert was a great 
success 


Oranjestad - The Soul 
Beach Music Festival Com- 
edy Jam Concert took 
place this weekend and 
they were packed with 


high energy crowds and 
even higher energy guests 
making the best combina- 
tion for a great show. 


Chef Urvin Croes 


injini 


boy Urn Come 


Step inside our meticulously designed Chef's Table restaurant, 
located on scenic Eagle Beach, for a 12-course menu 
prepared in front of your very own eyes. 


Taste sensational dishes made by the team led by Chef Urvin 
Croes, where they explore without boundaries and offer a 
dining experience you will never forget. 


www. infiniaruba,com 


The Comedy Jam Con- 
cert took place on Friday 
the 27th of May. The show 
started with a performance 
from Dj Outkast who was 
present throughout the 
night, providing with great 
music that helped kick off 
the show with high power 
and energy, pushing it to 
the end. The host, Chris 
Spencer, kept the crowd 
on their toes with an end- 
less flow of jokes, commen- 
tary and funny anecdotes 
that set the tone for the rest 


of the show. His skills were 
evident as he was able to 
keep the crowd not only 
entertained but also en- 
gaged. 


The Stand-Up comedy sec- 
tion of the night started off 
with Chase Anthony who's 
an amazing actor and co- 
median who can be seen 
in the current series on BET 
Bigger, as well as other 
shows like Lethal Weap- 
on and Grey's anatomy 
among others. His comedy 
was refreshing and unique 
to whom he is as a person, 
with relatable stories that a 
wide variety of age groups 
could relate to, and gave 
insight into his personal life 
growing up, making it evi- 
dent that Chase Anthony 
is G comedic powerhouse 
who lights up the stage as 
soon as he walks up. Some 
of the people in the audi- 
ence were newcomers and 
first timers to his content 
and were very impressed 
with his performance com- 
menting “it was my first time 
watching one of his perfor- 
mances and it was a great 


time. He’s definitely gained 
a fan and | can’t wait to 
check him out in other spe- 
cials and series.” 


Following Chase Anthony 
was Mike Epps, the stand- 
up comedian and multi 
faceted celebrity who's 
abilities and talents cover a 
wide range of categories. 
Some may know him for 
his role as Day-Day Jones 
in Next Friday and its se- 
quel, Friday after Next. He 
also made appearances 
in The Hangover and The 
Hangover part Ill as “Black 
Doug.” Epps was clearly 
a seasoned professional, 
who proved once again 
that legends never die. His 
charisma was evident and 
felt throughout the whole 
show. He was received with 
loud cheers and welcomes 
from the crowd, who were 
extremely excited for his 
show. It was packed with 
funny anecdotes, witty 
comments and audience 
interactions that put the 
cherry on top of a wonder- 
ful night. 
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How San Diego secured its water supply, at a cost 


(AP) - As a_ worsening 
drought forces millions of 
Californians to face man- 
datory water restrictions, 
one corner of Southern Cal- 
ifornia has largely shielded 
itself from  supply-related 
woes: San Diego County. 
For Western water planners, 
the path it took to get there 
serves either as a blueprint 
or a cautionary tale. 

Over the past three de- 
cades, San Diego County 
diversified its water supply, 
ramped up conservation 
and invested in big-ticket 
water infrastructure _ in- 
cluding the Western hemi- 
sphere’s largest desalina- 
tion plant, which removes 
salt and impurities from 
ocean water. As a result, 
the water agency that 
serves 24 water utilities in- 
cluding the city of San Di- 
ego says it can avoid cuts 
until at least 2045, even dur- 
ing dry periods. But that se- 
curity has come at a cost. 
San Diego County’s water 
is among the most expen- 
sive in the country, cost- 
ing about 26% more at 
the wholesale level in 2021 
than the Metropolitan Wa- 
ter District’s, which serves 
Los Angeles and surround- 
ing counties. Now, two ru- 
ral irrigation districts in San 
Diego County home to 


= 


An official at the Carlsbad Desalination plant fills a cup with filtered water made from ocean 
water, Thursday, May 26, 2022, in Carlsbad, Callif.The facility is the Western hemisphere's largest 
desalination plant, which removes salt and impurities from ocean water. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull) 


large avocado _ industries 
want to break away from 
the regional water supplier, 
saying they can purchase 
cheaper water elsewhere. 
If they succeed, water in 
San Diego County could 
grow even more expen- 
sive. “San Diego’s situation 
is very surprising, very strik- 
ing,” said Michael Hane- 
mann, an environmental 
economist at Arizona State 


University who recently was 
commissioned to study the 
region's water costs for a 
California agency. “I think 
this is a harbinger of some- 
thing that’s going to hap- 
pen elsewhere in California 
and elsewhere in the U.S.” 

San Diegans didn’t always 
rest easy during drought. In 
the 1990s, a severe dry pe- 
riod cut the region’s water 
supply by 30%. At the time, 


almost all of its water came 
from the Metropolitan Wa- 
ter District, the country’s 
largest water provider. That 
experience and a tense, 
dysfunctional — relationship 
— California water experts 
say — with water officials 
in Los Angeles spurred San 
Diego County’s aggressive, 
decades-long pursuit of 
water self-sufficiency. 

“At that point, our com- 


munity came together and 
said, 'We’re not going to 
be in this situation again. 
We need to plan for our 
own reliability,” said Sandy 
Kerl, general manager of 
the San Diego County Wa- 
ter Authority. 

Soin 2003, the water author- 
ity cut a deal to get water 
from the single largest user 
of the Colorado River, the 
Imperial Irrigation District, in 
Southern California. San Di- 
ego County funded repairs 
to leaky canals belonging 
to Imperial and signed a 
historic water transfer deal. 
Today, it receives about 
55% of its total supply from 
Imperial as part of the deal. 
The water authority also 
helped farmers use less 
water. It raised dams to in- 
crease storage capacity 
in reservoirs. It provided re- 
bates to homeowners who 
ripped out grass lawns for 
water-efficient alternatives. 
In 2012, San Diego County 
forged a deal to get 10% 
of its water supply from 
the Carlsbad Desalination 
Plant for the next 30 years. 
The plant produces 50 mil- 
lion gallons of drinkable 
water — enough for about 
400,000 people — every 
day and is by far the re- 
gion’s most expensive wa- 
ter source.L) 


More buyers opt for adjustable-rate 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rising 
interest rates are making 
adjustable-rate mortgages 
an increasingly attractive 
alternative to common 
30-year, fixed-rate home 
loans. 

ARMs made up 13% of alll 
home loans by dollar vol- 
ume in March, their highest 
share since January 2020, 
according to CoreLogic. 
The increase coincides with 
a sharp rise in mortgage 
rates. The average weekly 
rate on a 30-year mort- 
gage slipped this week to 
5.25% from 5.3% last week, 
which was the highest level 
since 2009, according to 
mortgage buyer Freddie 
Mac. The average rate was 
3% a year ago. 

Rising mortgage rates, in 
conjunction with sharply 
higher home prices, make 
homeownership less afford- 


able. “It’s natural for home- 
buyers to be looking at 
ways to reduce that mort- 
gage payment, and one of 
the ways is fo use an adjust- 
able-rate mortgage,” said 
Selma Hepp, deputy chief 
economist at CoreLogic. 
Adjustable-rate mortgages 
don't make it any easier to 
qualify for financing, but 
they do offer buyers some 
flexibility with their monthly 
mortgage payments in the 
first few years of the loan 
term. 

For example, a homebuyer 
who takes out a typical 5/1 
ARM will have a low, fixed 
rate for the first five years 
of the loan. After that, the 
loan adjusts to an adjust- 
able interest rate, which 
could be higher or lower, 
until the debt is paid off, or 
the buyer refinances the 
loan. 


Such loans became less 
attractive the last couple 
of years as average long- 
term mortgage rates fell to 
an all-time low. 

ARMs’ share of all loans by 
dollar value sank to just 4% 
in January 2021 from 13% 
a year earlier, according 
to CoreLogic. ARMs have 
made up between 10% 
and 19% of all loans by dol- 
lar value over the last 12 
years. 

At the height of the last 
housing boom in 2005 ARMs 
represented just under 45%, 
CoreLogic said. 

Back then, such home 
loans were more common 
because lenders could sign 
up homebuyers for a loan 
and then take it off their 
balance sheet by selling it 
to investment banks that 
made a big business of 
selling mortgage-backed 


mortgages as rates rise 


borhood, Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021, in Boston. Rising interest 
rates are making adjustable-rate mortgages a more attractive 
alternative to common 30-year, fixed-rate home loans. (AP 


Photo/Charles Krupa, File) 


securities to investors. Far 
looser lending criteria also 
set up many loans to de- 
fault when they adjusted to 
a higher rate. 

Such a scenario isn’t in the 
cards now, however, as 
banks have beefed up their 
lending standards since the 


Great Recession. 

“We still see very solid 
underwriting — standards,” 
Hepp said. “The last few 
years have been some 
of the best underwritten 
loans, irrespective of what 
people use as their mort- 


gage type.”L) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


48 Un- 
occupied 


ACROSS 
1 Half of a 
‘60s rock 
group 
6 Neck 

wrap 

11 Evena 
little 

12 Comic’s 
forte 

13 Release 

14 Dwelling 

15 Fore- 
boding 
sign 

17 Notice 

18 Endorse- 
ment 

22 Indo- 
nesian 
island 

23 Battery 
ends 

27 Pecks and 
pounds 

29 Athlete’s 
optimal 
effort 

30 Giggling 
sound 

32 — mater 

33 With 35- 
Across, 
May cele- 
bration 

35 See 
33-Across 

38 Spelling 
on TV 

39 Make 
ashamed 

41 Book of 
maps 

45 Skirmish 

46 Use your 
head 

47 Hearty 
dishes 


DOWN 

1 Buddy 

2 Con- 
sumed 

3 Touch 
lightly 

4 Set of 
rules for 
a math 
process 


Saturday’s answer 


19 Glass 34 Make 
section speeches 
5S Replay 20 Ballet 35 Reservoir 
feature bend makers 
6 Mock-'50s 21 Slide rule 36 Assist in 
band quantity crime 
7 Young lion 24 Surrealist 37 New 
8 Bible Salvador Haven 
prophet 25 Jane school 
9 Took Austen 40 Stitch 
the bus novel 42 Sassy 
10Onthe 26 Barking talk 
house beast 43 Termite’s 
16 Mendes of 28 Is furious kin 
movies 31Angsty  44Kite 
18 Border on rock site 


AXYDLBAAXKR 
isLONGFELLOW 
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different. 


5-30 CRYPTOQUOTE 


GTMNDKY OQONTKA’O EBVELK 
GESSTA DA E ZIMKO NI 
XBNML. KNYTODYTK KYEBB 
OMDIYSGK EA Q BEMXT 
GTEMOK RGEAXT OGT RNIJIMKT 


NI GDKONML. — YEML MNERG 
Saturday’s Cryptoquote: LOVE IS THE ONLY 

FORCE CAPABLE OF TRANSFORMING AN ENEMY 

INTO A FRIEND. — MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


G-7 pledges put coal on notice, could 
boost climate aid 


HABECK 


German Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck, right, 
and John Kerry, left, Special Envoy of the U.S. President for Cli- 
mate, shake hands after they signed a declaration of intent to 
establish a German-American climate and energy partnership 
between the United States of America and Germany at the 
meeting of the G7 Ministers for Climate, Energy and Environment 
in Berlin, Germany, Monday, May. 27, 2022. (Bernd von Jutrc- 


zenka/dpa/dpa via AP) 


BERLIN (AP) — Officials from 
the Group of Seven wealthy 
nations announced Friday 
that they will aim to largely 
end greenhouse gas emis- 
sions from their power sec- 
tors by 2035, making it high- 
ly unlikely that those coun- 
tries will burn coal for elec- 
tricity beyond that date. 
Ministers from the G-7 
countries meeting in Berlin 
also announced a target to 
have a “highly decarbon- 
ized road sector by 2030,” 
meaning that electric vehi- 
cles would dominate new 
car sales by the end of the 
decade. 

And in a move aimed at 
ending the recurring con- 
flict between rich and poor 
nations during international 
climate talks, the G-7 rec- 
ognized for the first time 
the need to provide devel- 
oping countries with addi- 
tional financial aid to cope 
with the loss and damage 
caused by global warming. 
The agreements, which 
will be put to leaders next 
month at the G-7 summit 
in Elmau, Germany, were 
largely welcomed by cli- 
mate activists. 


“The 2035 target for power 
sector decarbonisation is a 
real breakthrough. In prac- 
tice, this means countries 
need to phase out coal 
by 2030 at the latest,” said 
Luca Bergamaschi, direc- 
tor of Rome-based cam- 
paign group ECCO. 

Coal is a heavily polluting 
fossil fuel that’s respon- 
sible for a fifth of global 
greenhouse gas emis- 
sions Caused by humans. 
While there are ways to re- 
duce emissions of carbon 
dioxide from the burning of 
coal, experts say it is almost 
impossible to reduce it to 
zero, meaning it will likely 
have to be the first fossil 
fuel to be phased out. 


G-7 members Britain, 
France and Italy have 
already set themselves 


deadlines to stop burning 
coal for electricity in the 
next few years. Germany 
and Canada are aiming 
for 2030; Japan wants more 
time; while the Biden ad- 
ministration has set a target 
of ending fossil fuel use for 
electricity generation in the 
United States by 2035. 

A common target would 
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put pressure on other major 
polluters to follow suit and 
build on the compromise 
deal reached at last year’s 

U.N. climate summit, where 
nations committed merely 
to “phase down” rather 
than “phase out” coal — 
with no fixed date. 

U.S. climate envoy John 
Kerry called the agree- 
ments reached in Berlin 
“very comprehensive and 
forward-leaning.” 

“| think it will help lay the 

groundwork for what has 
to happen at the G-20,” he 
told The Associated Press, 
referring to a meeting lat- 
er this year of the broader 
Group of 20 leading and 
emerging economies, who 
are responsible for 80% of 
global emissions. 
Getting all G-20 countries 
to sign on to the ambitious 
targets set by some of the 
most advanced econo- 
mies will be difficult, as 
countries such as China, 
India and Indonesia remain 
heavily reliant on coal. 

Under pressure to step up 
their financial aid to poor 
nations, the G-7 ministers in 
Berlin said they recognized 
that “action and support 
for vulnerable countries, 
populations and vulner- 
able groups need to be fur- 
ther scaled up.” 

This includes governments 
and companies “providing 
enhanced support regard- 
ing averting, minimizing 
and addressing loss and 
damage associated with 
the adverse impacts of cli- 
mate change,” they said. 
Developing countries have 
for years demanded a clear 
commitment that they will 
receive funds to cope with 
the destruction wrought by 
climate change. Wealthy 
nations have resisted the 
idea, however, for fear of 
being held liable for cost- 
ly disasters linked to their 
emissions. 

“After years of roadblocks, 
the G-7 finally recognize 
that they need to finan- 
cially support poor coun- 
tries in addressing climate- 
related losses and dam- 
ages,” said David Ryfisch 
of the Berlin-based environ- 
mental campaign group 
Germanwatch.l) 
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Energy secretary: U.S offshore wind jobs should be 


Union jobs 


NEW LONDON, Conn. (AP) 
— The growing offshore 
wind industry is often tout- 
ed as a boon for job cre- 
ation, but who will do the 
work? 

The U.S. energy secretary 
and Danish wind devel- 
oper Orsted say they want 
American union workers to 
build offshore wind farms 
to dot the U.S. coastlines 
— the building trades work- 
ers who could otherwise be 
left out of a transition to re- 
newable resources. 

A majority of onshore wind 
and solar farms have been 
built either with non-union 
workers or without collec- 
tive bargaining agree- 
ments, except for in Califor- 
nia where unions are more 
involved in the industry, ac- 
cording to North America’s 
Building Trades Unions. Or- 
sted signed a project labor 
agreement this month with 
the national union repre- 
senting 3 million people in 
the building trades to con- 
struct the company’s U.S. 
offshore wind farms with an 
American union workforce. 
“Our recent experience in 
the last two decades with 
onshore wind and solar has 
been that the majority of 
those projects are not built 
with us,” NABTU Secretary- 
Treasurer Brent Booker said 
this week. “So this is ground- 
breaking in setting the stan- 
dard for an emerging in- 
dustry here.” 

The Biden administration 
wants to deploy 30 giga- 
watts of offshore wind 
energy by 2030, generat- 
ing enough electricity to 
power more than 10 million 
homes. Energy Secretary 
Jennifer Granholm visited 
the New London State Pier 
facility last week to see 
how Orsted, energy provid- 
er Eversource and the state 
of Connecticut are trans- 
forming it into a hub for the 
offshore wind industry. 

At a press conference af- 
ter, the Democratic gov- 
ernor and Democratic 
congressmen spoke about 
creating American jobs — 
messaging that will surely 
play into their reelection 
campaigns. 

Gov. Ned Lamont said 
there are “hundreds of 


U.S. Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm, center, tours the New 


London State Pier facility Friday, May 20, 2022 to view progress 
on a hub for the offshore wind power industry in New London, 
Conn. (AP Photo/Jennifer McDermoit) \ 


good paying jobs right 
here” and “we're just get- 
ting started.” 

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumen- 
thal thanked the unions, 
saying “this is the future of 
energy in the United States 
of America right here.” U.S. 
Rep. Joe Courtney said 
they're maximizing every 
opportunity for the state to 
grow in a sustainable way. 
U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy, the 
only one not up for reelec- 
tion, echoed the same 
message, saying offshore 
wind is the “holy grail of 
public policy” because it 
creates jobs, helps the lo- 
cal economy, makes the 
country more secure and 
helps save the planet. 
Flanked by building trades 
members, Granholm said 
the administration is com- 
mitted to creating “union 
jobs in America in this clean 
energy economy.” She said 


she wants predominantly 
American union workers 
to build U.S. offshore wind 
farms and would like to see 
project labor agreements 
in all aspects of the energy 
transition, drawing cheers 
from workers at the pier. 

“That’s what we'd like, alll 

union,” she told The Associ- 
ated Press. 
Allison Ziogas, Orsted’s U.S. 
labor relations manager, 
said one of the reasons they 
sought the agreement with 
NABTU was to assure work- 
ers, particularly in the fossil 
fuel industry, that they can 
have good-paying jobs in 
offshore wind. 

“There is not the same 
level or quality of jobs with 
the solar industry, so_ it’s 
kind of created a false nar- 
rative that you can have 
good jobs or a healthy cli- 
mate but not both,” she 
said. “And we really rec- 
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ognized that if we didn’t 
have everyone on board, 
we knew how things would 
wind up. It would wind up in 
gridlock.”"L) 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wks 20 and 21 — F101 AB /2 

BR/ 2 Bath 

Ground Floor, Pool View 

$900 each 

Contact: josflak@hotmail.com 
215435 


Tow Home for rent 
Home offer 2 bedrooms / 
2 bathrooms price p.m. $2600 + 
deposit. Incl: cable, wifi 
Excl: water, lights. 
Amenities: swimming pool. 
fitness facility. 
For more info app/ call 
593 8082 
215434 


Christina God gifted psychic 

spiritualist | specialize in 

reuniting you with your one 

true love | remove all negative 

energy immediate results 

contact me on 

Whatsapp 1-954-270-2188 
215426 
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HEALTH 


v 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 
San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 5242424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
\Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
[Tel. 582 4433 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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‘Triangle of Sadness’ wins Palme d’Or at Cannes Film Fest 


CANNES, France (AP) — 
Swedish director Ruben Os- 
tlund’s class warfare com- 
edy “Triangle of Sadness” 
won the Palme d’Or at the 
75th Cannes Film Festival 
on Saturday, giving Ostlund 
one of cinema's most pres- 
tigious prizes for the second 
time. 

Ostlund, whose art-world 
send-up “The Square” took 
the Palme in 2017, pulled 
off the rare feat of win- 
ning Cannes’ top award 
for back-to-back films. “Tri- 
angle of Sadness,” featur- 
ing Woody Harrelson as a 
Marxist yacht captain and 
a climactic scene with 
rampant vomiting, pushes 
the satire even further. 

“We wanted after the 
screening (for people) to 
go out together and have 
something to talk about,” 
said Ostlund. “All of us 
agree that the unique thing 
with cinema is that we're 
watching together. So we 
have to save something to 
talk about but we should 
also have fun and be en- 
tertained.” 

The awards were selected 
by a nine-member jury 
headed by French ac- 
tor Vincent Lindon and 
presented Saturday in a 
closing ceremony _ inside 
Cannes’ Grand Lumiére 


Writer/director Ruben Ostlund, winner of the Palme d'Or for ‘Triangle of Sadness,’ poses for photog- 
raphers during the photo call following the awards ceremony at the 75th international film festival, 
Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 28, 2022. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP) 


Theater. 

The jury’s second prize, the 
Grand Prix, was shared be- 
tween the Belgian direc- 
tor Lukas Dhont’s tender 
boyhood drama “Close,” 
about two _ 13-year-old 
boys whose bond is tragi- 
cally separated after their 


intimacy is mocked by 
schoolmates; and French 
filmmaking legend Claire 


Denis’ “Stars at Noon,” a 
Denis Johnson adaptation 


starring Margaret Qualley 
as a journalist in Nicaragua. 
The directing prize went 
to South Korean filmmaker 
Park Chan-wook  (“Old- 
boy,” “The Handmaiden”) 
for his twisty noir “Deci- 
sion to Leave,” a romance 
fused with a police proce- 
dural. 

Korean star Song Kang Ho 
was named best actor for 
his performance in Japa- 
nese director Hirokazu Kore- 


eda’s film “Broker,” about 
a Korean family seeking a 
home for an abandoned 
baby. 

“I'd like to thank all those 
who appreciate Korean 
cinema,” said Song, who 
also starred in Bong Joon 
Ho's Palme d’Or winning 
film “Parasite” in Cannes 
three years ago. 

Best actress went to Zar 
Amir Ebrahimi for her per- 
formance as a journalist in 


Ali Abbasi’s “Holy Spider,” 
a true-crime thriller about 
a serial killer targeting sex 
workers in the Iranian re- 
ligious city of Mashhad. 
Violent and graphic, “Holy 
Spider” wasn’t permitted 
to shoot in Iran and instead 
was made in Jordan. Ac- 
cepting the award, Ebra- 
himi said the film depicts 
“everything that’s impos- 
sible to show in Iran.” 

The jury prize was split be- 
tween the friendship tale 
“The Eight Mountains,” by 
Charlotte Vandermeersch 
and Felix Van Groeningen, 
and Polish director Jerzy 
Skolimowski's “EO,” about 
a donkey's journey across 
a pitiless modern Europe. 

“| would like to thank my 
donkeys,” said Skolimowski, 
who proceeded to thank 
all six donkeys used in the 
film by name. 

The jury also awarded a 
special award for the 75th 
Cannes to Belgian direc- 
tors Jean-Pierre and Luc 
Dardenne, two-time Palme- 
winners and long a regular 
presence aft the festival, 
for their immigrant drama 
“Tori and Lokita.” Swedish- 
Egyptian filmmaker Tarik 
Saleh took best screenplay 
at Cannes for “Boy From 
Heaven,” a _ thriller set in 
Cairo's Al-Azhar Mosque.) 


Jury’ S duty | in Depp-Heard trial doesn’t track public debate 


Actor Johnny Depp waves to supporters as he departs the Fair- 
fax County Courthouse Friday, May 27, 2022 in Fairfax, Va. (AP 
Photo/Craig Hudson) 


(AP) — A _ seven-person 
civil jury in Virginia will re- 
sume deliberations Tues- 
day in Johnny Depp's libel 
trial against Amber Heard. 
What the jury considers will 
be very different from the 
public debate that has en- 


gulfed the high-profile pro- 
ceedings. 

For six weeks, testimony fo- 
cused on details of alleged 
abuse that Heard says she 
suffered at the hands of 
Depp. Heard has outlined 
more than a dozen spe- 


cific instances where she 
says she was assaulted by 
Depp. 

Depp has denied any phys- 
ical or sexual abuse, and 
says Heard concocted the 
claims to destroy Depp’s 
reputation. Depp’s legions 
of online fans have focused 
on their belief that Heard 
has been untruthful, and 
that that will determine the 
outcome. 

But the case itself is a defa- 
mation claim. Depp sued 
Heard for libel — for $50 mil- 
lion — in Fairfax County Cir- 
cuit Court over a Decem- 
ber 2018 op-ed she wrote 
in The Washington Post de- 
scribing herself as “a public 
figure representing domes- 
tic abuse.” 

That article never even 
mentions Depp by name, 
but his lawyers say he was 
defamed nonetheless. 


Most of the article discusses 
public policy as it relates 
to domestic violence, and 
Heard’s lawyers say she has 
a First Amendment right to 
weigh in. 

In closing arguments, 
though, Depp lawyer Ca- 
mille Vasquez argued that 
Heard’s free-speech rights 
have limits. 

“The First Amendment 
doesn’t protect lies that 
hurt and defame people,” 
she said. 

Depp's lawyers point to 
two passages in the article 
that they say clearly refer 
to Depp. 

In the first passage, Heard 
writes that “two years ago, 
| became a public fig- 
ure representing domes- 
tic abuse, and | felt the 
full force of our culture's 
wrath.” 

Depp’s lawyers call it a 


clear reference to Depp, 
given that Heard publicly 
accused Depp of domes- 
tic violence in 2016 — two 
years before she wrote the 
article. 

In a second passage, she 
states, “| had the rare van- 
tage point of seeing, in 
real time, how institutions 
protect men accused of 
abuse.” (Depp's lawyers 
are also seeking damages 
over a headline that ap- 
peared above the online 
version of the article, even 
though Heard didn’t write 
it.) 

The jury, which has to come 
to a@ unanimous decision 
for a verdict, must decide 
whether those passages in 
the Post are defamatory. 
And the verdict form gives 
them step-by-step instruc- 
tions on how to determine 
that.) 
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Nadal edges muger -Aliassime at French sal ite Djokovic next 


PARIS (AP) — By the end 
of only the third five-setter 
Rafael Nadal has played 
in 112 career French Open 
matches, as the sun and 
temperature descended 
and the chants of “Ra-fa! 
Ra-fa!” filled the evening 
air, the man known as the 
King of Clay showed pre- 
cisely what this meant to 
him. 

With every sprint-slide-and- 
stretch to reach a seeming- 
ly unreachable shot off the 
yellow racket of his oppo- 
nent, Felix Auger-Aliassime; 
with every right-to-a-corner 
winner; with every well- 
struck volley, Nadal would 
hop or throw an uppercut 
orscream “Vamos!” — and, 
often, all of the above. 
Nadal got through his first 
serious test of this French 
Open by edging No. 9 seed 
Auger-Aliassine 3-6, 6-3, 
6-2, 3-6, 6-3 across nearly 
4 1/2 hours of even, enter- 
taining tennis in the fourth 
round Sunday at Court 
Philippe Chatrier. 

And the reward? A tantaliz- 
ing matchup against rival 
Novak Djokovic, which will 
come in the quarterfinals 
on Tuesday. 

“Of Course we know each 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


ARUBA 


CLEAN 


IS MORE 


DUSHI 


Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates winning against Canada's Felix Auger-Aliassime in five sets, 3-6, 
6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3, during their fourth round match at the French Open tennis tournament in Roland 
Garros stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, May 29, 2022. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus) 


Everyday triple points 


@ ORCHID CASINO 


for you and your party. 


RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


other well. We have a lot of 
history together,” said Nad- 
al, who hadn’t dropped 
a set in the tournament’s 
first week until ceding two 
against Auger-Aliassime, 
a big-serving 21-year-old 
from Canada. “Here we 
are in Roland Garros. It is 
my favorite place, with- 
out a doubt. | don’t know 
what’s going to happen, 
but the only thing | can 
guarantee is | am going to 
fight until the end.” 

Nadal improved to 3-0 in 
five-set matches at the 
clay-court tournament he 
has dominated the way 
no one ever has dominat- 
ed any Grand Slam event. 
Overall he is 109-3 here, 
and two of those defeats 
came against Djokovic, in- 
cluding in last year’s semi- 
finals. L) 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
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E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE 
Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 
www.costalinda-aruba.com 


of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water's Edge Restaurant Is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Palm Beach — When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and_ interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 

Start your gastronomic  jour- 
ney with a= scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 


creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 220z. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 


your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 

If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 

Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you're in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water's Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4om-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10em with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water's Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


TE f 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of our 
guests who showed us so much 
love and support all through 
2021, and hopefully will con- 
tinue to do so in 2022. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!L) 


WATER’S EDGE 


RESTAURANT & BAR 


“Water's Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am —- 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


